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My fiance asked me to marry him 
in June. I don’t think I would 
make a good wife for anybody. 
He is much better off without me. 

 

   

I'll never be anyone's good wife 
The life and love of Evelyn McHale,  
the most beautiful of the shadows. 

 
On May 1, 1947, a body fell from the eighty-sixth floor of the 
Empire State Building and Robert Wils, a young photographer who 
was passing through it, took a photo. Evelyn McHale, who crashed 
on the roof of a diplomat's car at the age of twenty-three, ended 
up on the cover of Life magazine: her extraordinarily composed 
corpse became an icon of dying beauty. In "I'll never be anyone's 
good wife" (phrase taken from Evelyn's farewell ticket), Nadia 
Busato traces the traces of this tormented young woman. In the 
first chapter, Busato introduces us to Helen, his mother (who will 
later abandon his seven children), who is struggling with burritos 
and unbearable anxiety; the following are the testimonies of his 
friend who shared her military service with Evelyn (and who 
witnessed her gesture of setting fire to her uniform to be driven 
out by the army), of the policeman who accompanied her sister to 
recognize the corpse, and of her boyfriend who planned to marry 
her shortly (and who had seen her burn her bridesmaid's dress 
after her brother's marriage: How many pyres in this short life!), of 
the editors who decide to publish the photo. In addition to this 
varied puzzle, there are portraits of the first suicide bomber from 
the Empire State Building and of the woman who, while throwing 
herself from there, is saved by various coincidences.  
So many questions and no answers: "We do not know and will 
never know the life of this woman. The reconstruction we can 
make of it will inevitably be too bright and perfect, it will have 
fixed points and certainties. But the only one who could guide us 
in the shadows is dead. And her death, photographed, is in fact 
the only fact that speaks of her". 

  

Nadia Busato was born in 
1979 in Brescia. He has a 
degree in modern 
literature, a passion for 

theatre, a European master's degree in high 
education management and almost twenty years 
of professional experience in private and 
institutional communication. 
 

Other titles by Nadia Busato: "Se non ti piace 
dillo. Il sesso ai tempi dell'happy hour" 
(Mondadori, 2008), "Obiettivo Maschio - Primo 
manuale per cacciatrici metropolitane" (Baldini 
Castoldi & Dalai, 2010), "101 bugie che ci 
raccontiamo in amore e sull'amore" (Newton 
Compton, 2011), “Update your legs” 
(Bookrepubic, 2014), “Gioca con me. Una storia 
erotica” (Ultra edizioni, 2016) 
 

 
 
I don't want anyone to see me, not 
even my family. Make me cremate, 
destroy my body. I beg you: no 
funeral, no ceremonies. My 
boyfriend asked me to marry him in 
June. But I would never be anyone's 
good wife. He will be much happier 
without me. Tell my father that I 
obviously have too many things in 
common with my mother. 
 
 
 

Eight reprints from march 2018 
 


